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REGION:__ Northeast

Their homeland was the woodlands of the northeast.

HOMELAND | o ot of pine, oak maple and ash trees.
They used wood in many different ways, for xample: longhavses, canaes, and food bowis.
Many rivers, lakes and streams.
Winters were very cold, summers were hot.
The area was surrounded by hills.
They got lots of their food from the forest and rivers.

Fooo The men went hunting and fishing. The women did the farming of the “three sisters” - comn, beans, squash.
Both men and women gathered berries, fruits, and nuts.
The men hunted goose, heron, and turkey, Also, bear and beaver ‘
The most important animal they hunted was th deer. They used every part of the deer,
| Thoy wore different clothing for cach scason.

CLOTHING “They used animal fur and hides to make warm clothing, They also used plant fibers to make clothing.
Plants were used to make dye to color the clothes.
They all wore moccasins made of leather.
They decorated clothes and moceasins with porcupine quills. |
I winter the men wor decrskin skirts and leggings. In summer,they wore breceheloth made from plant |
fibers. All were decorated with quills, beads, and shells. Men also wore headgear decorated with feathers. |
Women wore deerskin dresses, sometimes with skirts and leggings. All was decorated with beads.
They lived in villages surrounded by fields.. They did not move around. They lived in longhouses made of |

SHELTER wooden poles tied together, covered with sheets of bark.. There was a hole in the roof to let smoke out and let

daylight in. Many familes shared one longhouse. They siepton recd mats with decrskins on then to make
them warm and comfortable.

LANGUAGE | The Iroquois had no writien language. They used speeches and storytelling to preserve the

& history and culture of the Iroquois League. Stories were passed down through generations
They made helts with shell beads called wampum. They made different patterns to tell a
STORYTELLING | " A

story. A bundle of arrows meant friendship. Snakes were a sign of darkness and danger.
Many wampur belts were like official records. They were exchanged for treaties, political
agreements, and marriage vows.

ARTS & CRAFTS

The Iroquois used wampum beads to decorate clothing. They also were known for their
basket making. They used wood from black ash trees. They pounded the tree trunk with a
mallet to get thin strips of wood. They twisted and wove these splints into the shape of a
basket. They also created art from the husks of corn. They made mats, masks, and baskets
out of the husks. Also, comhusk dolls, with no faces.

TRADE

The Iroquois traded corn and wampum shells, with other Native American groups. The
people from points more north traded fur with them. They also traded with the Europeans.
They traded the fur of animals they caught for guns, iron tools, pots, and glass beads.
When animals got scarce, the Iroquois traded corn for beaver fur with other Native |
Americans. Then they traded the fur with Europeans





